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urge them still to continue in their search. Ile had deter-
mined not to return without shedding human blood.

Early one morning, as the warriors lay watching on the
shores of Lake Pepin, they saw a boat manned by four
white men land near them, and proceed to cook their morn-
ing ineal. Several of the party approached the strangers,
and were well received. The white men consisted of a Mr.
Fiuley, with three Canadian boat men, who were under
the employ of Mons. Jean Brunet, of Prairie du Chien, an
Indian trader. They were proceeding up the Mississippi
to Ft. Snelling on some urgent business of their employer,
and Mr. Finley had with him a number of account books
and valuable papers.

The assault and massacre of these men was entirely un-
premeditated by the Ojibway war party, and contrary to
the wishes of the majority. They had paid them their
visit and begged some provisions, receiving which, they
retired and sat down in a group on a bank immediately
above them. The leader here commenced to harangue his
fellows, expressing a desire to shed the blood of the white
man. He was immediately opposed, on which he com-
menced to talk of the hardships he had endured, the loss
of his child, till, becoming excited, he wept with a loud
voice, and suddenly, taking aim at the group of white men,
who were eating their breakfast, he fired and killed one.
Eight of his fellows immediately followed his example, and
rushing down to the water=side, they quickly dispatched
the whole party, and tore off their scalps. Taking the
effects of their vietims, they returned towards their homes.
At Lac Coutereille they attempted to dance the scalp dance
before the door of J. B. Corbin, the trader, who immedi-
ately ran out of his house, and forcibly deprived them of
the white men’s scalps which they were displaying, order-
ing them at the same time to depart from his door. The
trader was supported by the Indians of his village, and the



